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on so brittle a basis, though inhabited, indeed, by a
people so tardy, so heavy, so unimpassioned, that it
is scarcely possible a sudden shock should happen ?
The vessel, however, must continue to sink, more
or less sensibly, if some pilot does not come on
board, although she will not suddenly founder.

Wait we must: it would be an act of temerity
to attempt to look into this darkness visible. I
repeat we must wait before we can know whether
the King will, or will not, have the courage to
take a prime minister. Such an appointment
would be equal to a revolution; and, well or ill,
would change the whole face of affairs.

The Duke of Brunswick is the person who
ought to be narrowly watched, if we wish to
foretell the fate of this Government; although he
should not be the person appointed, and should
there be any appearance of a shipwreck. This
Prince is only fifty, and is indisputably ambitious.
Should he ever resolve on hazardous and daring
designs, and should he no longer depend on
Prussia, he would shake all the German combina-
tions as the north wind shakes the reed. His
manners and his prudence are incompatible withny of Launay was decided the day
